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WHY ORGANISE A PUBLIC EVENT

2. DEMONSTRATE PUBLIC SUPPORT

3. EXPRESS PUBLIC DISAPPROVAL 

1. RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS

 

The performances and activities held during the parade helped to increase visibility of 

people with disabilities and challenge stereotypes about them. At the 2018 run, it brought 

more than 10,000 people together in Suntec City in support of an inclusive Singapore from 

the private, public and non-profit sectors. 

First organised in 2013 to promote awareness and celebrate 

abilities of persons with disabilities, the Purple Parade is an 

annual gathering first held at Hong Lim Park. 

Pink Dot is an annual rally held at Hong Lim Park in support of the LGBT 

community's  freedom to love. It was initiated in 2009 in response to the 

government's claim that Singaporeans did not support the repeal of 

Section 377A of the Penal Code, which criminalises male same-sex 

intimacy.

 

The movement celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2018, with the theme "We 

Are Ready". The gathering culminated in a light-up at Hong Lim Park using 

torches to shine various messages supporting the LGBT community.

In 2011, the Animals Concerns and Research & Education Society (ACRES) 

launched the "Save the World’s Saddest Dolphins” campaign to advocate 

for the release of 25 dolphins from Resort World Singapore's marine life 

park.

 

 As part of the campaign, a dolphin concert was organised in 

August 2011 at Hong Lim Park to call for the dolphins' release. 

ACRES also organised a public dialogue with dolphin trainer-

turned-activist Ric O'Barry, who brought a MasterCard poster 

that bore his name. O'Barry was going to cut up the card in 

protest before MasterCard responded by pledging to cut all 

promotional ties with the marine life park.

Photo taken from Enabling Village website

Photo taken from Asian Scientist Magazine



THE LAW ON PUBLIC EVENTS

PUBLIC ASSEMBLY 

OR PROCESSION

PUBLIC 

ENTERTAINMENT

DEFINITIONS

Public Order Licenses, such as a Public Assembly 

Permit or Public Procession Permit, are required if 

you are organising an event with the following 

features:

i. A talk, gathering, meeting, march, 

parade or other procession

 

ii. Comprising one or more persons

 

iii. At any place accessible to members of 

the public, whether temporarily or 

permanently, and whether for free or 

otherwise

 

iv. for the purpose or one of the purposes: 

 

 

 

 

1. to demonstrate support for or 

opposition to the views or actions of any 

person, group of persons or any government;

2. to publicise a cause or campaign; or

3. to mark or commemorate any event.

A Public Entertainment License is required if you 

are organising any public entertainment event in 

any place to which members of the public have 

access, whether for free or otherwise. 

 

Under the law, public entertainment includes but 

is not limited to: 

EXCEPTIONS

A permit is not required for a public assembly if:

it is held wholly inside a building; 

every organiser is a citizen of Singapore or a 

Singapore entity; 

every individual giving a speech or 

an organiser is present at all times during the 

assembly; and

it does not deal with any matter which relates 

to any religious belief or religion, or any 

matter which may cause feelings of enmity, 

hatred, ill-will or hostility between different 

racial or religious groups in Singapore.

lecture during the assembly (whether 

in person, through real‑time 

transmission or a recording) is a citizen 

of Singapore;

A license is not required for some types of events, 

such as:

Any lecture, talk, address, debate or 

discussion in any place to which the 

public has access; 

Addresses, debates and discussions at 

meetings of registered political 

associations or exempted or registered 

societies from which non-members are 

excluded; 

Any public entertainment organised by 

National University of Singapore; 

Nanyang Technological University; and 

Singapore Management University.

APPLICABLE LICENSES FOR DIFFERENT EVENTS

Sources: 

https://www.police.gov.sg/e-services/apply/licenses-and-permits/police-permit/assembly-or-procession/apply-

now#content

 

https://www.police.gov.sg/e-services/apply/licenses-and-permits/public-entertainment/applications-

guidelines#content

Arts entertainment, such as play, opera, 

pantomime, puppet-show, play-reading, 

poetry-reading or recital;

Performance of music, singing or dancing;

Exhibition of a film

Performance of gymnastics, acrobatics or 

legerdemain, demonstration, display or 

parade;

Display or exhibition of other still objects 

or art generally

Exhibition of models, reading matter, 

pictures, photographs or of any 

representation of human or animal 

figures;



SPEAKERS' CORNER IN HONG LIM PARK 

The Speakers' Corner in Hong Lim Park is designated as an “unrestricted area” where no permit or 

license is required for holding the following activities:

Public speeches by Singapore citizens in an official language of Singapore, or a related dialect 

at; 

Public entertainment that is a performance or an exhibition organised by Singapore citizens 

that is delivered only by Singapore citizens and permanent residents.

These activities cannot deal with any matter that relates to any religious belief or to religion generally or 

that may cause feelings of enmity, hatred, ill‑will or hostility between different racial or religious groups 

in Singapore.

CAUTION:

Organisers must ensure that only Singapore citizens and 

permanent residents participate in the assembly or 

procession, failing which they may be fined up to $10,000 

or jailed for up to 6 months or to both.

 

Participants who are not Singapore citizens or permanent 

residents who participate in the assembly or procession 

may be fined up to $3,000.

 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AS A STRATEGY

Public assembly can be used as a strategy of civil disobedience. First coined by Henry David 

Thoreau, civil disobedience is tied to non-violent dissent where activists deliberately break laws 

that are considered to be unjust to bring attention to them.

 

A recent example is Seelan Palay's performance outside Parliament House, "32 Years: The 

Interrogation of a Mirror", in commemoration of the Internal Security Department's 32-year 

detention of Chia Thye Poh, 23 years of which were without trial. Palay had obtained a permit to 

perform at Hong Lim Park but proceeded to the Art Gallery and Parliament House, where he was 

arrested and jailed for conducting a public procession without a permit.

 

YOUR RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

According to Article 14 of the Singapore Constitution, all Singapore citizens have the "right to 

assemble peaceably and without arms". However, this right may be restricted by law as 

Parliament considers "necessary or expedient" in the interest of national security or public order. 

 

Examples of such restrictions are the licensing requirements under the Public Order Act and the 

Public Entertainments Act. 

Food for thought: Do you think these restrictions are fair or necessary? Why or why not?



APPLYING FOR A PUBLIC ORDER LICENSE

1. PRE-APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Check the Permit Fee Structure & Payment Modes.

There are certain assemblies and processions that do not require a permit. To find out if your 

proposed assembly or procession is exempted, go on here.

2. EVENT DETAILS 

3. APPLICATION PROCESS

1. Fill in the application form here with the details that you have prepared

 

2. Check through the details at the confirmation page and Submit

 

3. You will then be redirected to the Acknowledgement page. Do remember to keep a copy 

of it!

 

4. If you have need to fax a copy of a map of the route and its acknowledgement slip to the 

relevant Police Division, remember to do so at least 21 working days before the proposed 

date for the event!

Tip: Click on words in blue for 

links to relevant websites!

1. SingPass/CorpPass/LicenseOne ID details- You will prompted to login using one of these accounts before 

being able to apply for the approval.

 

2. Decide on the type of procession/ assembly that you’re applying for- Eg. Religious Procession: Foot and 

Vehicular, Religious Assembly etc.

 

3. A map showing the roads affected if the proposed event requires a partial or full closure of any road. This 

needs to be faxed to the relevant Police Division at least 21 working days before the date  of the proposed 

event.

 

4. Details regarding the Assembly or Procession:

 

 

 

 

Name of club represented and its address

Name, Date and Timing of Event (Note that the start date has to be at least 14 days from the date of 

application as it takes approximately that duration for an application to be approved.) 

Number of Security Guards/Marshals to be present 

Whether or not musical instruments will be used and if so, what kind

Whether or not banner(s) will be used and if so, what will be on it

Additional Information Required for ProcessionAdditional Information Required for Assembly 

Number of persons and vehicles involved

Type of procession (eg. by foot, by vehicle) 

Addresses of starting and ending points 

Map of the route:

Address of Assembly location, whether assembly 

open to public

Capacity of location (for indoor premises only), i.e. 

the number of persons as prescribed by Fire Safety 

and Shelter Bureau 

Number of seats 

Admission price, whether or not donation will be 

solicited

https://www.police.gov.sg/e-services/apply/licenses-and-permits/public-entertainment/applications-guidelines#content
https://tinyurl.com/POAlicense
https://tinyurl.com/POAlicense


APPLYING FOR A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE

1. PRE-APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Check that you have met the eligibility criteria as well as the fee structure. 

There are two key types of PE License- the Public Entertainment Establishment License and 

the Public Entertainment Ad-hoc License. 

Establishments that fall under the former includes nightsports (eg. bars), amusement 

centres etc. Public entertainments that fall under the latter include events like 

gymnastic show, boxing etc. 

 

For more information on these two categories, go on to here. Additionally, there are 

certain Public Entertainment events that do not require a PE license. To find out if 

your proposed event is exempted, go on to here.

 
If granted, there are certain licensing conditions imposed under the PE Act Chapter 257 

that you have to comply. These conditions are sorted according to the license type and 

the event concerned. To find out the conditions set out for your license, go onto here.

To get a brief on the guidelines to applying commonly held PE licenses, go onto here.

2. EVENT DETAILS 

Title of event 

Name of location

Types of entertainment to be provided 

Address of the location

Start and end dates

Daily operating hours

Information required for both types of PE licenses Additional Information required 

for PE Ad-Hoc license 

Whether or not the entertainment will be 

held at a licensed establishment premises 

and if so, the licenses currently in force 

Maximum number of seats 

Admissions Fee

Document showing list of crane/ game machines

Planning Permission from Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA) - 

To apply, go onto here. 

Letter of Approval from Housing and Development Board

Supporting Documents (if applicable)

3. APPLICATION PROCESS

1. Go on to the Online Business Licensing Service (LicenseOne).
 

2. Search for the Public Entertainment License at the search bar and apply for it.

 

 3. Register for a LicenseOne account using your SingPass/ CorpPass. 

You will receive an email notification that confirms the account. 

After which, you can return to https://licence1.business.gov.sg/ to 

start the application.

 

4. Fill in all the required fills accordingly. At the end of it, remember to save a copy of the 

acknowledgement page!

Tip: Click on words in blue for 

links to relevant websites!

https://www.police.gov.sg/e-services/apply/licenses-and-permits/public-entertainment/fees#content
https://www.police.gov.sg/e-services/apply/licenses-and-permits/public-entertainment/rules-and-regulations#content
https://tinyurl.com/POAlicense
https://licence1.business.gov.sg/

